4.1.231 Much Ado About Nothing

Hwerdovehad interest mehsdrverss

And wish he had not so accused her;
do,_rhough-he-thoughthis-aeeusation rue—

Let this be so, and doubt not but success

Will fashion the event in better shape 235
Than I can lay it down in likelihood.

Burif all aim-but this be levelled-false,—

The supposition of the lady's death

Will quench the wonder of her infamy.

And if 1t sort not well, you may conceal her, 240
As best befits her wounded reputation,

In some reclusive and religious life,

Out of all eves, tongues, minds and mjuries,

BENEDICK

Signor Leonato, let the friar advise you,

And though you know my inwardness and love 245
Is very much unto the prince and Claudio,

Yet, by mine honour, T will deal in this

As secretly and justly as your soul

231 interest in claim upon

liver Elizbethans often imagined the
liver a5 much 3 seat of bove as the
heare {the brains and the genitals were
alse contenders), though the liver has
perhaps maore comical conmoations
than the later, CF IV 2.4 95-9: “their
fove may be call'd appetite, / Mo
motion of the liver, but the palate’;
MW 21105 "romiy Love my wife? £
prsToL. With liver burning hot”, LLL
4.3.73—4: “This 15 the liver vein, which
makes flesh a deity, /£ A green goose
a goddess.” The liver was thought o
play a key role in producing signs of
love such as pallor, weight loss, hollow
eyes and sleplessness: *hecause of the
distraction of spints the liver doth
not performe his part, nor turns the
aliment e bood a5 i owght, and for
thar cause the members are weake for
want of sustenance' (Burton, 3.139).

232 uecused accused

2346 Follow this plan and doubt not chat
its accomplishment will produce a bet-
ter outcome than | can predict.

237-9 e butat the very least, if the plan
doesn't wholly succced, her supposed
death will silence dls:ussmn about her
shame

237 all nim but every outcome excepl
be levelled false fail o come to
fruiricn

23 wonder of wondering at, specula-
tiom about

24} sor turn out

242 peclusive . . . life e in a comvent

243 Qe of out of the reach of, beyend

245 inwardness intimacy; Shakespeare's
only such use. CL MM 3.2.127: *Sir, 1
was awn inward of his,”

X6 Is Abbotr, 336, illustrares singular
verbs after rwo or more singular nouns
as subjects.

Much Ado About Nothing 4.1.266
Should with your body.
LEONATO Being that I flow in grief,
The smallest twine may lead me. 250
FRIAR
“hswett ronsented—Hresenthy-aay,

Eorto-steange-sores-stangebeshey siraindhe cuse.
Come, lady, die to live. This wedding day

Perhaps 15 but prolonged. Have patience and endure.
Exeunt [all but Beatrice and Benedick].

BENEDICK  Lady Beatrice, have you wept all this while?

BEATRICE  Yea, and I will weep awhile longer.

BENEDICK I will not desire that.

BEATRICE  You have no reason; I do it freely.
BENEDICK Surely | do believe your fair cousin is

wronged.

260 .

BEATRICE Ah, how much might the man deserve of me

that would right her!

BENEDICK s there any way to show such friendship?
BEATRICE A very even way, but no such friend.

BENEDICK  May a man do it?

BEATRICE It is a man’s office, but not yours.

244 [ew in am overcome by, am swept
away by (as by a current, perhaps of
tears)

2514 The Friar closes the verse with a
guatrain, with the last line an alex-
andrine.

251 Presently immediarely

252 to. .. cure Shakespeare's alliterative
remdlition of the proverbial phrase ‘a
desperate disense must have a desper-
ate remedy’ (Dent, 10357)

254 prolonged postponed

258 freely of my own accord

262 right 1e avenge {E:rLlclwmg from
wrenged, 200

2t even straightforward, direct

206 office duty

but not yours ic because Hero
should properly be revenged by a male
mentber of her own famaly, or because
Benedick 15 friends with Claudio and
the Prince - or because Bearrice does
not feel she has the right, given their
history, to ask Benedick to do this
Cox reports that seme nineteenth-
century actresses delivered this phrase
sarcastically, up until the performance
of Ellen Terry, who delivered it as
‘the afterthought of a woman . .

unwilling to expose her love to tl'll:
dangers of o duel, even ut the risk
of his manhood being compromised’
(Cox, Shabespeare, 189). Benedick's
aceeptance of her charge 15 tantamount

254 SD¥) Rowe [Excunt mancns Bemedick and Beatrice ) exit. {1
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