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MISSION WHAT DO WE DO?

A Noise Within produces classic theatre as an essential
means to enrich our community by embracing universal
human experiences, expanding personal awareness, and
challenging individual perspectives. Our company of resident
and guest artists immerse student and general audiences in
timeless, epic stories in an intimate setting.

VISION WHAT ARE OUR IDEALS?

Our most successful art asks our community to question
beliefs, focus on relationships, and develop self-awareness.
Southern California audiences of all ages and backgrounds
build community together while engaging with this most
visceral and primal of storytelling techniques. ANW’s
production of classic theatre includes all plays we believe
will be part of our cultural legacy. We interpret these stories
through the work of a professional resident company—a
group of artists whose work is critical to their community—
based on the belief that trust among artists, and between
artists and audience, can only be built through an honest and
continuing dialogue.

VALUES WHAT WILL WE FIERCELY DEFEND?

* Artistic excellence means serving the story with
integrity

* Classic theatre is an inclusive endeavor, engaging our
broadest community by age, gender, ethnicity, physical
ability—all people—with universal stories

e Education means eliciting empathy with disparate
viewpoints and deepening our students’ personal
relationship with great literature

* Our resident artist company builds trust that deepens
their ability to interpret the work

DEAR FRIENDS,

Thank you for making Season 33 our biggest ever—
breaking more box office records than any other season in
our history.

Throughout the season we explored the theme “Balancing
Act,” encountering worlds that were askew, in one way or
another. We kicked off the season with Lydia R. Diamond’s
stunning adaptation of Toni Morrison’s The Bluest Eye,
which brought in more than double the number of
patrons we initially anticipated. Then, we embarked on a
mischievous night in the forest with A Midsummer Night’s
Dream, which brought rich new colors and sounds to this
familiar story. Stephen Sondheim’s Sweeney Todd: The
Demon Barber of Fleet Street finally arrived on our stage,
and it was sold out for the majority of our performances.
We mounted another moving installment of August
Wilson’s American Century Cycle with King Hedley |,
which played to great acclaim. George Bernard Shaw’s
gleeful romp Misalliance ended the season on a hilarious
high note.

Now in our 34t season, we are grateful that our subscriber
base remains loyal as ever and has grown every year. Our
audiences are more diverse than ever, and retain a curious
appetite for the classic stories and modern magic that A
Noise Within is known for.

We couldn’t be any more grateful for our incredible
community. Thank you for making A Noise Within your
theatrical home.

Warmly,
Julia Rodriguez-Elliott and Geoff Elliott
PRODUCING ARTISTIC DIRECTORS
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Cover photo: The Bluest Eye. Photo by Craig Schwartz. Left margin photo by Christopher Alvarez. Background pattern
artwork by Dennis S. Juett & Associates Inc. Center photo of Julia Rodriguez-Elliott and Geoff Elliott by Daniel Reichert.
Right margin Joanna A. Jones, Geoff Elliott, Kasey Mahaffy in Sweeney Todd. Photo by Craig Schwartz.

AWARDS
2023-24 Season

¢

Stage Scene LA “Scenie Award”
WINNER:

BEST LARGER
THEATER

BOB BARTH/WFMU
WINNER:

2023-24 PERFECT
SEASON AWARD
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2023-24 THEATRE SEASON

A NOISE WITHIN'S

6 fully staged
productions

78 actors onstage

30,223 attendees
164 performances

Kasey Mahaffy & Erika Soto in Metamorphoses. Photo by Craig Schwartz.

FALL 2023

“UNFLINCHING WISDOM...
summon[s] the essence of the novel
to powerful life onstage.”

—Charles McNulty, Los Angeles Times

The Bluest Eye

FROM THE BOOK BY Toni Morrison
ADAPTED BY Lydia R. Diamond
DIRECTED BY Andi Chapman

August 27-September 24, 2023

“WOW! ..Nobody does William
Shakespeare with more originality
and flair than A Noise Within.”

—Steven Stanley, Stage Scene LA

A Midsummer
Night’s Dream

BY William Shakespeare
DIRECTED BY Julia Rodriguez-Elliott & Geoff Elliott

October 8-November 12, 2023

11

Only a die-hard humbug could remain
unmoved by so charming a yuletide treat.”
—David C. Nichols, Los Angeles Times

Charles Dickens’

A Christmas Carol
ADAPTED FOR THE STAGE BY Geoff Elliott
DIRECTED BY Geoff Elliott & Julia Rodriguez-Elliott

December 1-24, 2023

SPRING 2024

“INCREDIBLE .. There are a lot of good
productions of Sweeney Todd, I’ve not seen
one better... done in an extraordinary way
that you will not forget.”

—Bob Barth, WFMU radio

Sweeney Todd: The Demon
Barber of Fleet Street

MUSIC AND LYRICS BY Stephen Sondheim
BOOK BY Hugh Wheeler
FROM AN ADAPTATION BY Christopher Bond

February 11-March 17, 2024

“fA] MASTER CLASS IN ACTING ..crisp and
clear-eyed direction... beautifully realized.”
—Charles McNulty, Los Angeles Times

August Wilson’s

King Hedley Il
DIRECTED BY Gregg T. Daniel
March 31-April 28, 2024

“SHINES ...entertaining, humorous, satirical,
and clever... a must-see production and
one of A Noise Within’s best.”

—Elaine Mura, Splash Magazines

Misalliance

BY George Bernard Shaw
DIRECTED BY Guillermo Cienfuegos

May 12 - June 9, 2024


https://wfmu.org/archiveplayer/?show=137228&archive=248799&starttime=00:45:10
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/story/2023-09-14/review-toni-morrison-the-bluest-eye-at-a-noise-within
https://stagescenela.com/2023/10/a-midsummer-nights-dream-9/
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/story/2023-09-14/review-toni-morrison-the-bluest-eye-at-a-noise-within

EDUCATION IMPACT

$77,870 IN STUDENT 95 SCHOOLS FROM 38 STUDENT
SCHOLARSHIPS 32 SCHOOL DISTRICTS MATINEES

Education puts A Noise Within’s
mission into action by bridging the gap
between stage and classroom,
presenting students and educators from across Southern
California with classic theatre and modern magic. In a
typical year, ANW enriches the lives of 18,000 students
both at the theatre and out in the community.
Our Student Matinee program allows
students to experience our productions
at a significantly reduced cost, enhanced
by post-show discussions with the actors
and our free standards-aligned academic

study guides. We extend our reach into the
community through in-school workshops and residency
programs, supporting teachers and providing essential arts
education where it’s needed most. As always, our program
served a majority low-income schools.



.N0|se Now

RESIDENCIES: Blue 13 Dance Company Lower Depth Theatre TheaterWorkers Project

Noise Now is an enhanced commitment to being of service to all audiences, an opportunity to expand our
family by engaging with our neighboring communities and peer organizations, and an initiative for building
stronger relationships as we demonstrate our eagerness to listen well and respond courageously. Through
these collaborative interdisciplinary partnerships, we strive to celebrate underrepresented populations,
communities of color, young people, and all others not equitably represented in the theatre. Our stages have
always been a space for healing, and connecting over universal human stories has never been more necessary.

TURNING POINTS HYMN

Presented by TheatreWorkers Project Presented by Lower Depth Theatre

Turning Points was created through a collaboration with Lolita Chakrabarti’'s Hymn is a heartfelt and

The Francisco Homes and funded in part by the California empathetic tale of family and male bonding. p
Arts Council, a state agency. This captivating story of two black men who

form an unbreakable bond through their
journey of self-discovery and grief explores
their platonic friendship and the significant
In this production of Turning Points, six men on parole role of music in their lives.

from serving life sentences express the genesis and

impact of their turning points through poetry and prose.

During the Second Act discussion that follows the staged

reading, the audience will have an opportunity to reflect

on and examine their turning points and dialogue with the

cast and creative team.

TheatreWorkers Project is fiscally sponsored by Ensemble
Studio Theatre/LA.



EQUITY, DIVERSITY,

INCLUSION, AND ANTI-RACISM

ANW is committed to the lifelong work of Equity,
Diversity, Inclusion, and Anti-Racism (EDIA),
which includes an ongoing analysis of how

we work, what we put onstage, and the way
audiences experience our theatre. Over the past
few seasons, we’ve taken several steps towards
advancing these core institutional priorities. Our
2023-24 EDIA initiatives included:

EDIA Assistant Designer Program (new for
2023-24)-Funded by the EDIA committee’s
allocated funds, this program launched in 2023-
24 season, with nine BIPOC apprentices given the
opportunity to work alongside our professional
creative team members.

EDIA Staff Training (focus dealt with values

and vision, and ways of de-escalating difficult
situations, plus creating a “code of conduct”/”An
Invitation to Community” shared between staff,
patrons, and all members of ANW). See more
below.

Black Out Nights (an event continuation,
launched in 2022)-Black Out Night is a
purposeful environment in which an audience,
self-identifying as Black, can come together
and experience a performance in community.

A reception follows the performance, providing
an opportunity for the audience to discuss their
experiences and socialize.

DIVERSITY IN STAFF

Representation of Asian, Black, and Hispanic/
Latiné actors have trended towards more equitable
representation in recent years, and no sector at
ANW has more than 50% of people who identify

as Caucasian, and most sectors hover around 30%
Caucasian representation.

DIVERSITY IN PRODUCTIONS

With the notable exception of designers, the
snapshot of the 2023-24 season indicates a near-
racial parity in one category (stage managers), or
even a minority majority (actors and directors), as
listed below.

Actors & Understudies: 71 BIPOC, 41 Non-BIPOC
Directors: 9 BIPOC, 1 Non-BIPOC

Stage Managers: 5 BIPOC, 7 Non-BIPOC
Designers: 15 BIPOC, 27 Non-BIPOC

Assistant Designers/Apprentices: 9 BIPOC
Board of Directors (19 members):

53% Women and 47% Men
39% self-identify as BIPOC

BIPOC Audience Demographic Snapshot

The Bluest Eye 30.3%

A Midsummer Night’s Dream 21.6%
A Christmas Carol 27.6%

Sweeney Todd 23.8%

King Hedley Il 27.9%

Misalliance 19.1%



https://www.anoisewithin.org/equity-diversity-inclusion-at-anw/
https://www.anoisewithin.org/equity-diversity-inclusion-at-anw/

DINNER ON STAGE
2024

On May 21st, 109 of our friends, patrons and Resident Artists
joined us for our Dinner on Stage Gala celebrating our 32nd
season. We broke another record this year and raised $272,100
for our Education Programs!

Honorees for the evening were long time friends Rick & Sharon
Ellingsen who have been donors/Board members/volunteers/
angels for decades. We also honored Teachers of the Year
Nikysha Gilliam and Hovsep (Bob) Hovannesian who have
brought thousands of students to A Noise Within over the years.

The cast of Misalliance performed scenes from the play on the
stage while seated guests cheered. Kasey Mahaffy donned his
“Puck” costume, using his magic to will the crowd into raising
their paddles in record breaking numbers supporting Student
Matinees, Workshops, Teaching Artists and Buses for the
program. Cassandra Marie Murphy surprised the crowd with a
performance from Sweeney Todd. Onil Chibas catered the event
and left everyone’s bellies happy.

It was a night of entertainment and laughter with superb food &
drink. We hope that you can all join us in May 2025!




SPECIAL THANKS
TO THE INCROWD

SEASON SPONSOR (s50,000+)

Richard & Sally Roberts*
James & Trevessa Terrile

A Noise Within gratefully acknowledges the generosity of our donors. The following represents donors
of $250 or more between July 1, 2023 and June 30, 2024. *Indicates ProducerPass holders who have
generously paid double the cost of their season pass to support the full cost of theatre operations.

Jeanie & Terry Kay*
Bill & Priscilla Kennedy*
Alan M. & Sheila R. Lamson*

PRODUCING SPONSOR (330,000 T0 $49,999)

Joseph & Denise Lumarda
Terri Murray*
Robert Ronus

SPONSOR ($15,000 T0 $29,999)

Bill & Claire Bogaard
Tieu-My Nguyen & Chris Burt
Kathy & Jim Drummy

Rick & Sharon Ellingsen

Dr. Patricia Hoppe

Anne Marston & Jan Paul Favero
Lyn Spector

Susan Stevens

Elizabeth & Rhodes Trussell
Lee & Deborah Walcott

Joyce White*

DIRECTOR CIRCLE (s5,000 T0 $14,999)

Peter & Molly Bachmann*
Pat Green & Vic Cole
Ginny Cushman

Carole Fritz*

Pat & Sandy Gage

Suzanne & Lawrence Hess
Drs. Robert & Jennifer Israel
Mr. James King

Marlene Konnar & John Baldeschwieler
Jay Lesiger & Tom Klebba

Bruce & Valerie Merritt

J Greg & Terry Ness

Michael & Marianne Newman
Cynthia J. Nunes & Barbara Nye*
Nancy & Keith Price*

Gail Samuel & William Christian

Jane W. Schlegel

Jan & Carl Siechert

Louise Mayeri Spillman
Eugene & Marilyn Stein

PLAYWRIGHT CIRCLE (s2,500 T0 $4,999)

Sally Abood

Meg Huntington Cajero & Channa & Paul Cajero*

William & Mary Coman

Becky Doody, In Memory of Jack Doody & Don Wallschlaeger*

Barbara Durham
Beth Gertmenian

Kathleen Gilmore

Steven & Elizabeth Green
Sandy Greenstein

Erica Hahn

Doug Hutchinson*
Denise & Ryan Jay

Miranda Johnson-Haddad & Mark Haddad
Theodore Krontiris & Sue Parilla

Gloria & Tom Lang*

Rick & Jennifer Madden

Andrew Millstein & Rosemarie Fall

Emily & Finnian Murray

Diana Peterson-More

Geoff Elliott & Julia Rodriguez-Elliott
Gregory Shapton & Barbara Rugeley*
Patricia & Lawrence Sparks

Randi Tahara*

Vickie & Alex Taylor

Marianne Wallace

Leilani Jones Wilmore, In Memory of Josephine Flanders
David & Julia Zuckerman

ARTIST CIRCLE (s1,500 10 $2,499)

Helen Baatz
Jeannine Bogaard
Linda Dozier*

Gary & Dee Dee Ewell

Patrick Garcia

Armando Gonzalez & Brenda Berg

Sherry G. Hepp
Molly Joseph*

David Kelton & Fran Goodman
Susan Kramer*

Kathryn Leonard

Lucy Lynch

Mark & Louisa Nelson

Eric & Lorey Persing
Barbara & Anthony Phillips*
Elan Ruskin

Paul & Patricia Sinclair
Kevin Speaks & Angela Conner
Gerry Szeman & David Pavot*

ADVOCATES ($500-1,499)

George Abdo & Sara Campbell
Eric Baker

Jeannine & John Ballister

B. Barton & J. Dawson*

Steven & Judy Bass*

Margaret Bates & Scott Johnson

Claire & Robert Bellanti
Charles & Jo Berryman

Julie Blackshaw

Sharon Blain

Ken Booth & Gigi Garcia

Joan Boyett

Annette Brandin

Jim Brunet & Anne Pautler*
Channa Cajero

Darrell Carr & Susan Toler Carr

Gale & Tom Caswell*

Wendy Chang

Maggie Chatman

Mr. Dennis Cohen

Linda Collier*

Joyce Dean

Fred & Sandy Engler

Michele Ferroni

Kay & Fred Findley

Craig & Yvonne Flint*

David D. Fox & Diane R. Morrison
Dr. Curtis Fritz

Barbara Goen Nemer, In Memory of David Nemer
Joyce & Eric Goldman

Dr. Julia Greer

Steve & Jane Haderlein

Dick & Ruth Halverstadt
Catherine & Mark Helm

Melinda Herrold-Menzies & Nick Menzies

Bridget Highfill

Dr. Alice Huang

Ursula Hyman

Veralyn Jones & Gregg T. Daniel
Norman Kachuck

Thomas Kallay*

Loma Karklins

Chuck & Jane Kerford
Jason King

Elyse Klein

Karl & Margaret Kohn
Andrea & Jay Labinger
Cynthia Leva & Fred Barker

Deanna Lohse

Rob McManus

Lynne Sullivan & Dennis McNamara
Jerome Mersky & Vincent Finnochio
Allan & Susan Mohrman

Esther Mott

Michael M. Mullins & James A. Newman
Lisa & Scott Nelson

Rebecca Omahen

Marilyn Omernick

Michael R. Oppenheim*

Thomas & Cheryl Palfrey

Greg Porée

Carol & Francois Rigolot

Sally & Brian Rivera

John & Jennifer Robinson

Karen M. & Michael Rosenthal

Dr. Ellen Rothenberg, In Memory of Jerome
Rothenberg

Alec Brooks & Carol Samek

Janet Samuel

Kevin Schaeffer

Paul & Kristen Schmidt

George & Carolyn Seitz

Nayan Shah & Ken Foster

Richard Sheehan & David Clarke, In Honor of Tom
Klebba & Jay Lesiger

Chris & Carol Shelton

William Shepherd & Arthur Fisher

Beverly & Brydon Shirk

Robert & Laurie Silton*

Jeff Simmonds & Valerie Duval*

Garrett G. Bell & Catherine L. Simms
Jonathan Smilove

Richard Stadler*

Deborah Strang

Eliazar Talamantez

Joaquin Talleda

John D. Taylor*

Shivani Thakkar

Jorge & Guadalupe Uribe*

Daniel & Jocelyn Vilter*

Steven Warheit & Jean Christensen
Greg & Beth Weisman

Patrick Whaley & Lynda Jenner
Holly Whatley

Laurie & Stan Whitcomb

lan & Barbara White-Thomson*

Gwen Whitson

Kene & Elaine Williams, In Memory of Jack & Lula
Williams

William Wirshing

Nancy Wischhusen*

Mahlon & Gwen Woirhaye

Julianne & David Worrell

Marianne Kearney Wright

Michael Wright

Richard Yaffe & Kathie Boyle

FRIENDS ($250-499)

Patti Amesbury
Robert Anderson
Deborah Anderson
Hon. Lourdes G. Baird
Patricia Beauchamp
Bill & Susan Boyd
Scott Bryson

Patricia Burg

Stacy Christopher*

Bronwyn Dawson & Ken Yapkowitz, In Honor of
Fionn James

James Dolan

Walt Fidler

James Freed

Frederick & Barbara Gable

Shimica Gaskins & James Perez

Richard Gerber*

Albert Glover

Marti Griffin

Michael & Alison Gunson

Leah Heap & Freeman Baldwin
Michael Hegeman

Agnetta Hurst

Ellen & William Ireland
Kathleen Larsen

Jennifer & Joseph Lazio

Eric & Jasmin Levander

Fred Manaster

Jeffrey Gale & Julane Marx
Candace McGee

Jonathan Mersel

Earle Miller

Marlene Mills

Donna & Frank Minano
Tanya Mink & James Collier
Joanne & James Morse

Pantazis Mouroulis*

Dr. & Mrs. Arnold Mulder
Jacob Palmer

Ralph Perry

Marion Peters

Roberta Pollock & Jim Sadd
Sharlyn & Richard Pulice
Leslie & David Regal

Edwin Robinson

William Robinson

Edward Rocklin & Kate Massey
Kathryn Rogers & Daniel R. Gilbert Jr.
Daniel Rothmuller

Marleen Scheffy

Chris Schmidt

Michael & Carol Sholer

Mark Sprecher*

Cindy Stephens

Rhoads Stephenson
Carol Stone

Drs. Clint & Louise Taylor
Donna Tucker*

Joanne & Stennis Waldon
Alex Wang



SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR
INSTITUTIONAL FUNDERS

INSTITUTIONAL FUNDER LISTING

Thank you to the following institutions who support A Noise Within’s operations,
education, artistic development, and other special projects. The following
represents institutional donors of $500 or more between July 1, 2023 and

June 30, 2024. If you are interested in the benefits of institutional giving or

sponsorship, please contact Jim Miller at jmiller@anoisewithin.org or 626.356.3113.

SEASON SPONSORS

The Ahmanson Foundation
David Lee Foundation
Dwight Stuart Youth Fund
Perenchio Foundation

The Rose Hills Foundation
SNAP Foundation
Steinmetz Foundation

PRODUCING SPONSORS

The Ann Peppers Foundation

The Capital Group Companies Charitable Foundation
Center For Cultural Innovation

Helen and Will Webster Foundation

LA County Arts and Culture Community Partners
Los Angeles County Department of Arts and Culture
National Endowment for the Arts

The Shubert Foundation

SPONSORS

Arts Midwest

BCM Foundation

Cal OSBA

Edward A. and Ai O. Shay Family Foundation

The Kenneth T. & Eileen L. Norris Foundation
The Office of Supervisor Kathryn Barger
Pasadena Community Foundation

Sally and Dick Roberts Coyote Foundation

DIRECTOR CIRCLE

Caplin Foundation

City of Pasadena Cultural Affairs Division

Jewish Community Foundation & Ross Endowment
Mara W. Breech Foundation

Pasadena Showcase House for the Arts
The Peter Glenville Foundation

The Youssef and Kamel Mawardi Fund
Z. Clark Branson Foundation

PLAYWRIGHT CIRCLE

Ella Fitzgerald Charitable Foundation
The Fairbairn Family Foundation

Pasadena Lions Club Memorial Trust
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Thank you for all of your support of A NOISE
WITHIN. We would not be here without
you! Only 1/3rd of our revenue came from
ticket sales during the 23/24 season, so your
donations enabled us to share our work with
the community and with students.

We are grateful for your continued support.
Please consider supporting our live
professional theatre productions.

CLICK HERE TO DONATE



https://secure.anoisewithin.org/Online/donationDetails.asp?gift_id=2370E95F-2FC2-4282-AE85-C57EFAEF5FEA

A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Photo by Craig Schwartz.




